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“The Two Realms of Salvation”      Text – Romans 5:12-21      HC Q/A 6-8, 15-18    OT Reading – Genesis 3 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Those of you here this morning will recall that Psalm 1 is about two types of person – the righteous and the wicked.  And we noted the key question that determines which type of person you are is not What are you doing? but Who is your King?  
The one with Jesus Christ as King is the blessed one of Psalm 1 who will inherit eternal life.  
Well, it is often the case in our two worship services on Sunday that we consider quite different passages of the Bible that still fit together very beautifully.  
And today is an example of that – Psalm 1 this morning, OT poetry, and now Romans 5 – NT epistle or letter.  
But Romans 5 is also about two types of person and the key question being Who is your King?  
· We are told about a connection with Adam and a connection with Christ.  
· And these two connections are contrasted in terms of their similarities and differences.  
· And five times in these verses we come across the word “reign,” as in r-e-i-g-n, the rule of a king.  
Now, these rather obvious connections between different parts of the Bible should not surprise us given that this book is no ordinary book but the Word of God.  
Every word of the Bible has one origin, the Holy Spirit.  And despite it being written over a 1600 year period by about 40 different authors, and despite it including history, poetry, biography, prophecy, wisdom, and letter, it is, in essence, the story of salvation in Jesus Christ.  
And that is why, as we saw this morning, the blessed man delights “in the law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night.”  
He knows that salvation in Jesus Christ is the key to understanding world history, that salvation in Jesus Christ is how his broken relationship with God can be repaired, and that salvation in Jesus Christ is the key to living the blessed life.  
And that is worth delighting in and meditating on, day and night!
Well, as we continue our efforts to follow Paul’s salvation argument, we discover in this second part of Rom. 5 that the Apostle explains how God can save many sinners by Jesus Christ.  
You see, the message of Paul’s gospel is plain: The only way for anyone to be saved from sin is to believe in Jesus Christ and His work on the cross to forgive your sins.  
But this raises a question, doesn’t it; a fair question, a logical question: How is it possible for God to save many billions of people by the work of one, Jesus Christ?  
We understand that somehow Jesus took our place on the cross, but how was that possible?  How can one pay the debt of so many, and especially when that debt is an eternal debt?  
Well, let’s see how this is so as the Apostle explains how God can save sinners by Jesus Christ.  
And one word will be very helpful to us as we move through the verses of this passage, and that word is ‘contrast.’  
As you work your way through these verses there is a lot of contrast language.  
· In v12, 18, 19, and 21, it is – “just as” this… “so also” that…  
· In v15, 17, and 20, it is “how much more” or “all the more…”  
· In v16, it is Judgment brought condemnation but the gift brought justification…   
So two things and the consequences of those two things are being held up and contrasted.  And we shall see that there are similarities between the two things and differences between the two things.   But we shall see that the connection between the two things is essential for our salvation.
Well, if you look for a minute at v17, you will see the words “one man” and “‘reign” used twice.  There is a reign associated with one man and a reign associated with another man.  And as we shall see, one is Adam and the other is Jesus.  
And as you work your way through not just this section of verses but all of ch’s 5-8, it becomes apparent that they are about Adam’s reign and Jesus Christ’s reign.  
And one commentator has very helpfully drawn up a series of graphics that trace this ‘two reigns’ or ‘two realms’ idea through these chapters.  If you have a bulletin, you will see that I have included them in there.  And if possible, you may wish to keep that section of the bulletin in your Bible because it will be a handy tool to look at as we work through these verses. 
We begin then in vv12-14 where we see the deathly consequences of King Adam’s sin.
1. Now, if you look at v12 and v18, you will see that the first 10 or so words say the same thing.  And this is because vv13-17 are another excursus that Paul takes.  
a. Do you remember that word from chapter 1 boys and girls?  An excursus is when you introduce your main thought, and then pause to make a kind of connected, sub-argument, before you return to your main thought.  
i. Well, this is exactly what Paul does here again.  He makes a point in v12, and then repeats it in v18, but goes on to say what he says because of all he has said in vv13-17.  
2. Well, Paul’s point here in vv12-14 is that Adam was given dominion over the old creation as a king of humanity and failed, bringing sin and death to all.  And we read about this earlier in the service and it’s a story we know all too well isn’t it boys and girls.  
a. Adam is created by God and given creation to subdue and rule.  But He is tested with one command.  He is told not to eat from one tree.  Can one of you tell us which tree that was?  The Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  But after being tempted by the serpent, first Eve and then Adam eat the fruit of the tree.  And so, they become sinners who deserve to die.  And God comes to them and explains the terrible consequences of their sin.  There will be pain and sadness and suffering and sweat and brokenness and death.  
b. And so, we see, as Paul says here, that “sin entered the world through [Adam], and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”  Well this “all sinned” has two parts to it.  
i. Every human being born since Adam, excepting Jesus Christ, has committed his or her own sins.  We call this natural sin or individual sin.  Lying, selfishness, disobedience, violence, even the angry squeals of a new born child, in these and many other ways we commit our ‘own sin.’  
ii. But what these verses want us to see is that we also share in the guilt of Adam’s original sin; that first sin – the eating of the fruit.  
A. It is repeated throughout this chapter but especially clear in v19 – “through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners.”
B. In God’s account book, the first item in the sin column, for every human being, is ‘ate the fruit of the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.’  
iii. And you think to yourself, ‘Hold on!  That’s not fair!  I wasn’t even there.  I ate no fruit.  How can I be guilty of that?’  Well, to see that this is so, we need to understand that Adam had a special office as the first created human.  
A. We see it here in Romans 5 with the use of the word “reign” and in v14 where we are told that Adam “was a pattern of the one to come,” Jesus.  
B. You see, you and Mr John Key are both New Zealanders.  You have that in common.   But in the last two weeks he has been at APEC and ASEAN meetings signing treaties and trade agreements on behalf of all New Zealanders.  
1) Well, he can do that, and you can’t, because of his office.  He is the Prime-minister.  He represents all New-Zealanders.  In effect, when he signs that treaty, it is the same as if all 4.5 million of us signed it.   
C. Well Adam was the King of all humanity.  So when he ate the fruit and became a guilty sinner, you, me, and everyone became a guilty sinner.  
iv. But we know this is so, also, as Paul explains, because every person born since Adam has sinned and died.  And that is proof also that we are connected to him.  The curse of sin and death that came to him has been passed on to every human being, excepting Christ.
A. Now, Paul obviously knew that the Jews he was talking to connected sin with the 10 Commandments.  So he wants them to see that the curse goes back before the 10 Commandments to the Fall.  
1) Yes, you were not a 10 Commandment breaker until after the 10 Commandments were given.  But people died before the 10 Commandments were given, he says.  And so, there has to be something more original than the 10 Commandments which is the reason for death and sin, and that is the Fall.  
a) Men die, first and foremost, because of their connection with Adam.
c. And so, in vv12-14 we see that Adam was given dominion over the old creation as a king of humanity and failed bringing sin and death to all.  And before we press on let’s consider one consequence that flows out of the truth of these verses.  
i. You see, when Paul talks about Adam and connects him with humanity and Jesus Christ, he has a real man in view.  
A. Paul is not talking about a concept or an idea.  There was a man, the first created human, called Adam, in the Garden of Eden.  And this truth is essential to God’s plan of salvation.  
B. As we shall see, we have our human source in that man, Adam.  But Jesus also has His human source in Adam.  And that human connection to Adam and Jesus is vital and necessary to what Jesus did for us on the cross.  
C. And this is why any attempt to introduce Darwin’s evolution from single cell to blob to amphibian to monkey to human is a wicked heresy and falsehood that undoes salvation and makes it meaningless.  The creation of Adam as a living and breathing human being, like you and me, from whom came every other human being, is essential to salvation in Jesus.       
Well, even though you and I see that the Bible connects us with Adam’s sin, we are tempted, still, to think that a little unfair.  I wasn’t there,  I didn’t eat the fruit.  And it can bother us a little or a lot.  We need to learn, though, not to bristle against this but to see that it was both wise and gracious.  
And we see this because having seen the deathly consequences of King Adam’s sin, we see in the rest of this chapter the life-giving consequences of God’s gift.  
And here we are introduced to the truth that Jesus Christ comes as the King over the new creation to bring abundant life to many.  And we are introduced to this truth by way of a umber of contrasts.
In v15, the contrast is between Adam’s sin and God’s gift.  We see that while Adam’s sin brought spiritual death to all humanity and physical death to all humanity bar Enoch and Elijah, God’s gift in Jesus brings grace to many!
1. Going back to what I was saying a moment ago about needing to see that our connection with Adam was both wise and gracious, we see that this is so because by condemning the human race through one man, God paved the way to His saving the human race through one man.  
a. Some years ago, now, as we worked our way through Ephesians, we came up with an explanation for the universe.  And it went like this: The universe exists to provide Jesus Christ with an eternal bride – the church (repeat).  
b. Our mistake, you see, is to think that Adam mucked up God’s first plan so that God had to come up with Jesus on the cross as His second plan.  But that is not the case.  God permitted Adam to fall into sin, as the King of humanity, so that God could save His people through Jesus Christ, the King of kings!  
i. And that was always His grand plan.  That was always how He intended to provide an eternal bride – the church, for His beloved Son.  
c. And it was so because having experienced sin and death and grace and mercy, how much more shall we love Him than had we not known those things? 

i. And perhaps I can illustrate it in this way.  There is in London, England, a law court known as the Privy Council.  And it was and still is the highest court of appeal for every New Zealander.  That means it is your highest court of appeal.  So, do you love the judges of that court?  I guess.  In a general way.  Well, last year, that court overturned the conviction of David Bain and this week overturned the conviction of Mark Lundy, both of whom had spent many years in prison.  Do you think David Bain and Mark Lundy love the judges of that court?  Oh Yes!  In a deep and very specific way!  And this is so because they have been rescued from the darkness of prison, while you and I know only freedom.  
ii. Well, that contrast does not even come close to capturing the depths of darkness and despair that Jesus Christ has rescued you from.  Can you see then why in God’s plan of salvation, the Fall into sin provides Jesus Christ with a bride that loves Him more deeply than even Adam did in that short time in Eden before he fell?  
A. And you will see this only if you know it to be true of yourself.  
1) From time to time, a comment is made about how much time we spend talking about and singing about and praying about sin.  
2) And balance is important, absolutely.  
3) But just as having known prison makes being free so much more wonderful than for he who has always been free, so the experience and the awareness of sin’s misery and filth is intended not to leave us miserable, but to fill our hearts with a passionate and vibrant and living love and adoration for the grace we have been shown in Jesus!  
d. So God’s grace is the first part of the abundant life we have in King Jesus.

But in v16, the abundant life we have in King Jesus is seen in the contrast between Adam’s sin and Christ’s obedience.  
1. As one commentator puts it, “The verdict of condemnation that affected humankind came after only one sin, but God’s gift of salvation came after an unimaginable number of sins committed by all people.”  
a. And that tally continues to mount up today and will do so until Christ comes again.  Who could begin to count the number of individual sins committed by all humanity that Jesus took on His shoulders to the cross?  
i. And it is as we start to think about the extent of that wickedness that God’s grace in Jesus shines in its sheer vastness.
In v17, the abundant life we have in Jesus is seen in the contrast between death and life.  
1. In the chapter immediately after the Fall, Genesis 4, we read about the death of Abel.  In Genesis 5, we are told about the generations that came after Adam.  And eight times you read these chilling words, “And then he died.”  And who of us here has not been touched by the reality of death?  But, says Paul, “How much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.”
a. And note something striking here, people of God.  What reigned as a result of Adam’s trespass?  Death.  So you would expect that life would reign as a result of God’s gift in Jesus.  But that’s not what we discover.  It is people that reign; those who receive God’s gracious gift.  
i. Adam was supposed to rule over this old creation.  But he failed bringing death.  
ii. But in Christ we will rule in the new creation.  And it is a rule of life!
A. And we begin to do so already as His kingdom spreads to the furthest corners of this earth and the gospel transforms individual lives and families and communities and cities and nations until Christ comes again, as King!
Well, as we come to vv18-19, Paul takes up that same thought he introduced in v12, but now, having told us about the cosmic consequences of God’s gift in Jesus, he can better contrast the two ‘one acts’ of Adam and Jesus to further explain the abundant life we have in Him as our King.
1. And Paul’s point here is that as on the one hand, the rule is, by one act of sin, condemnation to all, so on the other hand, the rule is, by the one act of righteousness, justification of life to all.  It’s the same rule.
2. And this is so because both Adam and Jesus were legal representatives of a body of people.  They had this in common.
3. But that is where the similarity ends.  For Adam’s one act, as we see in v19, was an act of disobedience, while Jesus’ one act was an act of obedience.  And Jesus Christ overflows, or abounds, more unto life than Adam overflows, or abounds, unto death.  
a. Adam’s one act of disobedience leads to death.  
b. But the one obedient act of Jesus leads to righteousness and justification and faith and repentance and forgiveness and sanctification and adoption and wisdom and understanding and healing and restoration and reconciliation and binding up what was broken and hope and assurance and kindness and the renewal of creation and life eternal in the glories of heaven with resurrected and glorified bodies.  
i. And those things include this life and the life to come.  
ii. And each of them is a blessing that couldn’t be exhausted in a life time of study!  
A. They form the abundant life we have in Jesus.

So finally then, and by way of conclusion, we see from vv20-21 how even the law reveals the abundant life we have in Jesus our King.
1. Now, in v13, Paul made a point about the 10 commandments or the law of God.  And here he picks that thought up again to show even the law serves God’s gracious purposes.  
a. After the Fall, as we read in Genesis 3, God comes to Adam, who is hiding, who has sinned, and who deserves only God’s wrath, and He says to him, I will be your God because I will send a son of Eve who will crush the head of the serpent.  In other words, He points Adam’s faith to Jesus.  Congregation, was that something Adam deserved?  No.  So that means it was a covenant of grace – undeserved favour.   
i. From that very moment, God’s relationship with His people was a relationship of grace.  It was so with Adam, it was so with Noah, it was so with Abraham, it was so with Moses and Israel, it was so with King David, it was so with the Apostle Paul, and it continues to be so with you and me today.  All that we have from God is by grace.
b. So why the law?  Why did God give us the 10 Commandments?   Why was the law “added,” as it says here in v20, or why was it “brought in alongside” as it could be translated literally?  Well, three reasons:
i. Firstly, even though every human being has a conscience that helps him or her recognize right from wrong, the law helps us to see that more and more of what we might have thought was OK is actually wrong.  
A. While you might know that you have to drive safely on the road, it is the law that tells you speed limits and seatbelt rules and WOF regulations and give way rules, etc.  
1) The law helps us to  identify precisely what is wrong.  
ii. But secondly, the law helps us to see that doing wrong is sin.  
A. How do the 10 Commandments begin?  I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  You shall not…”  
1) So when ever the Israelite broke a commandment or failed to keep it, he was not just breaking some city council bylaw, He was offending God; His deliverer.
2) And for you and me, on this side of the cross, that means every time we do wrong, we are offending God; our Deliverer!  
a) The law helps us to see that doing wrong is sin.

iii. And thirdly, as Paul will explain in ch. 7, the law actually provokes sin.  
A. When I preached on that passage last year, I asked you to imagine coming into this hall and seeing the organ switched on and no one around.  Some of you may press a key, but many won’t.  
B. However, if there is a sign on the organ that says “DON’T TOUCH!” more of us are likely to press a key!  That’s how law works.  
1) We all know that truism that says if you want to get someone to do one thing, tell him to do another, or how the more a parent says to a child you must not do this, the more likely they are to try it.  

a) The law provokes sin.

iv. So the law multiplies sin in at least three ways.  But what, for the believer, does the law multiply above everything else?  God’s grace!  I do so much that is wrong, and the wrong is sin, and the law provokes me to sin but it is all covered by the blood of Jesus!

A. And this is why Paul will go on to say, at the end of chapter 7, “What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
1) This is why the gospel is the good news that we can be brought out of King Adam’s realm into the realm of King Jesus.
So dear friend, you cannot help being in Adam’s realm.  Because you are his descendant, you are a sinner who will die if Jesus does not return first.  But He has not come yet.  So there is still time to enter into the realm of Jesus.  It is a realm of abundant life; a realm of earthly and heavenly blessing.  Please, turn to Him today.  Tell Him that you understand your guilt and are sorry and seek His forgiveness.  For if you do, the rusty crown of Adam that is above you will be replaced by the glittering crown of Christ.
And you, believer, ought to be more in love with Jesus, more enraptured by God’s grace, more determined to live like one in the realm of Jesus than one in the realm of Adam.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Amen.

